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•• Greater access to abortion after the 1973 Roe 
v. Wade Supreme Court decision, which led  
to fewer unwanted children (relatively more 
likely to commit crimes due to their negative 
treatment)

•• The phasing out of lead in gasoline in the 1970s 
(lead can cause brain damage related to violent 
behavior) (Cohn et al. 2013; R. Wilson 2015)

Though crime is down, it is still the common subject of 
news headlines. Crime reporting is relatively inexpensive, 
as reporters can rely on information about index crimes 
that officials regularly make public. So the crimes that 
grab the attention of average citizens of countries around 
the world tend to be violent crimes committed by individ-
uals or small groups. The following are some examples of 
types of micro-level crimes.

Types of Crime
Predatory Crimes.  Citizens of the United States tend to 
be most afraid of violent predatory crimes. Many citizens 
feel they cannot trust others. Some keep guns to protect 
themselves from this perceived danger. Some neighbor-
hoods are dangerous; however, as noted, the total violent-
crime victimization rate has declined over the past several 
decades. Next, we discuss more crimes committed by indi-
viduals—but stay tuned because most criminologists feel 
there are more serious crimes, to be discussed under 
meso- and macro-level deviance.

Crimes Without Victims.   Acts  committed by  
or between individual consenting adults are known  
as victimless or public-order crimes.  These can 
include prostitution, gambling, drug use, and public 
drunkenness. Whereas these crimes do not result in 
specific victims, they are deemed harmful to society 
(and thus, criminal) because they violate the dominant 

FIGURE 6.5  U.S. Violent Crime Rate Since 1995 (per 100,000 Residents)
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Source: Statistica (2016c).

This photo shows how what we consider deviant can change 
over time. The people who paid for the billboard are supporting 
legalization of marijuana, maintaining that it is less dangerous 
than beer or football.
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